Centers for Independent Living (CIL)
Program Performance Report (PPR) Questions & Answers
If county coverage changes in the SPIL, will Part C funding change?
Changing counties in the SPIL may affect Part B allocations, but it does not change who receives Part C federal grants or the amount received. Part C funding is awarded directly to Centers for Independent Living (CILs) and does not shift based on how the SPIL designates county coverage for the CILs.
What does “improper” reimbursement mean under DSE Assurances Item 2a?
The term is not specifically defined in the regulation. In practice, it usually refers to non-allowable expenses (such as lobbying instead of allowable advocacy) or costs that are not properly allocated or charged correctly across funding sources, including indirect costs.   This can include costs that are unallowable, not properly documented, charged more than once, incorrectly shared across funding sources, incurred outside the grant period, or not approved in the budget or scope of work. Under federal rules (2 CFR 200), the DSE must make sure CILs follow these requirements and must address any improper costs that are identified.
What options do CILs have if their DSE is not acting in their best interest?
CILs should first document their concerns and contact their ACL Program Officer. Engaging the IL Technical Assistance and Training (T&TA) Center can also help the network understand federal requirements, clarify roles, and explore options for resolving issues. The Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) may also serve as an intermediary to help facilitate discussions with the DSE and the network. In many cases, concerns can be addressed through technical assistance, corrective actions, or improved coordination without changing the DSE. If issues involve potential noncompliance with federal requirements, ACL may engage directly with the DSE as part of its oversight role.
If concerns cannot be resolved, the state IL network may choose to change its DSE., typically at the end of a SPIL cycle through the next SPIL, which requires at least 51% of CILs to sign. Earlier changes are possible but require an amended SPIL, including notices and public hearings, which can be complex and time-consuming. As the network approaches other state agencies to fill the DSE role, they should consider potential funding impacts such as the loss of I and E funds and Social Security Reimbursement funds. (While the department of rehabilitation may continue issuing those funds even if they aren’t the DSE, it is unlikely.) 
Why does the CIL PPR portal not match the official instrument numbering?
This is due to a historical mismatch from earlier reporting systems that changed the structure without updating the instrument. The current portal structure should be treated as the official submission format until updates are finalized and implemented.
Can consumer eligibility forms be reworded?
Yes. Consumer eligibility forms are local and not federally prescribed. Eligibility is met when an individual self-identifies as having a disability. Technically, the law uses the term “significant disability,” but that language can be confusing and create an unnecessary barrier for individuals who struggle with the word “significant.” 
How are small or rural centers supported when capacity is limited?
Capacity challenges are recognized but not addressed through the PPR or compliance process. The Center should note its concerns in its PPR narratives and work plan, and should request Technical Assistance and engage program officers for additional support.
Should centers run sample PPRs during the year?
Yes. Running sample PPRs early—especially after the first quarter—helps identify missing or incorrect data before year-end reporting. Checking the accuracy and completeness of your data is always a good idea!
Do centers need to submit multiple PPRs if they have multiple grants?
Not any more. Centers will now submit one consolidated PPR that includes all grants.
Are SILCs notified if a CIL does not submit its PPR?
No. There is no automatic notification. CILs are required to provide a copy of their PPR to the SILC.
What is Title VII Chapter 2 funding?
This funding supports Independent Living services for older individuals who are blind. Centers should understand how it operates within their state. While most centers do not access this funding, they may be eligible to do so. 
Where can centers find new training resources?
New e-courses and training resources are available on the IL T&TA Center website, including event registrations, e-courses, archived resources, and technical assistance information.
